NAME: 
Jessica 

EMAIL: 
jh@ucsd.edu 

SITE: 
LCM Solana Beach, Tu & Th 4:00 – 5:30pm 
DATE: 

02/05/02 

CHILDREN: 

Johnathan, 3rd Grade. 

ACTIVITIES: 

Johnathan worked on homework for a majority of the hour.  He had some vocabulary assignments, as well as some mathematics and reading homework.  Then he played number munchers and number munchers deluxe on the computer.
LANGUAGE: 

We spoke to one another in English. 
OTHER ADULT COLABORATORS: 

The site coordinator (Lourdes) was not at the site today, but Efigenia (a collaborator) was present. 
SOCIAL SCENE: 

There were five undergraduates present at the site today they included Roy, Ashley, Sara, 

Ku Wai, and myself. When I entered the room Lupita was sitting at one of the computers 

and Johnathan and his brother were sitting at the table (ready to begin working on their homework).  Roy worked with Johnathan’s younger brother.  They worked on homework 

at the table that Johnathan and I were working at, mainly writing sentences.  Ashley worked 

with Karla and Lupita, they worked outside on homework.  Sara worked outside with Karina on homework.  And Ku Wai worked with Elizabeth; they played outside and worked on homework.  There were a lot of kids at site today, and lately there has been a lot more boys (since   
we only had one boy that attended site for the first three weeks).  The atmosphere is a lot different when there are more boys around, the pace of activity seems to move a lot more quickly when boys are around.  However, the children always come into the room with a smile on their face, and they are ready to work.  Johnathan’s mother was assisting Efigenia today, so she observed our interaction with the children.

FOCUSED OBSERVATION:
Johnathan did pretty well on his homework, but there were a few times when he needed assistance.  When he began working on his homework packet, he had some English problems.  The first question asked him to decide whether the words dull and bright were synonyms or antonyms.  Now, I don’t remember studying these concepts when I was in third grade, so I can understand how Johnathan had a little problem with this problem.   I asked him “do you know what synonyms and antonyms are.”  He shook his head, saying yes, then he said “they are like dark and light.  They mean two words that are the same.”  I understood that Johnathan was familiar with the concepts, but he seemed really confused, so I said “Synonyms are two words that have similar meanings, such as smart and intelligent.  However, antonyms are two words that have opposite meanings, like dark and light.”  Then I said “Do you understand what I mean?”  He said “yes.”  Then I said “okay, so are dull and bright synonyms or antonyms?” He said “I don’t know.” I wasn’t sure if he didn’t know the answer to that question because he still didn’t understand the concepts of synonyms and antonyms or if he didn’t know the definition of the word dull.  So, I asked him “do you know what dull means?”  He said, “no.”  So I said “Dull is something that is not bright, it doesn’t reflect light very well.”  As soon as I had completed this sentence Johnathan said “they are antonyms.”  I said “That’s right, very good.”  The next question had the pair bruise and wound.  Very quickly Johnathan said “they are synonyms.”  I said “that’s correct, because bruise and wound mean pretty much the same thing, right?”  He said “yes.”
Another exercise that Johnathan had trouble with was another vocabulary exercise, this one asked him to differentiate between the use of the word park as a noun, and the use of the same word (park) as a verb.  He read the directions, and he had no idea what he needed to do.  So, he said “can you help me.”  I said “sure.”  I read the directions out-loud to him and then I said “do you know what a noun is?”  He said “no.”  Then I said “it’s a person…”  Then Johnathan interrupted me, said “…place, or thing.”  I said “that’s correct, good job.  Do you know what a verb is?”  He said “yes.”  So, then I said “well, in this exercise the word park is used either as a noun or a verb.  So, you could use park as a noun, when you are referring to the place that you go to play, or you can use it as a verb, like when you park the car, right?”  He said “that’s right.”  After this miniature lesson Johnathan was able to correctly decide that the word play is used as a noun in the sentences “Many children play in the park on Saturday” and “Jim’s baseball team practices in the park.”  Then he was able to determine that the word park is used as a verb in the sentence “Teachers park their cars behind the school.”  After these vocabulary assignments, Johnathan went to work on a reading assignment, he had to read a couple of short articles and then answer some questions about the articles.
When Johnathan was working on his exercises concerning his reading assignment, he had a little trouble with one of the problems.  This particular question said “how many years ago did Jackie Robinson join a baseball league?”  In the reading, it said that Jackie Robinson joined in the year 1947.  So, I said “okay, so if he joined in 1947, how many years ago is that?”  He said “I don’t know.”  Now, I knew that Johnathan was perfectly capable of completing this simple subtraction problem, so I wrote the problem 2002 – 1947= ? on a piece of paper.  Then I said, “to get the answer you need to finish this problem.”  He said “okay, let me do it.”  Within a few moments he successfully completed the problem, arriving at the answer of 55.  So, I said “okay, so what’s the answer?” He said “fifty-five.”  I said “that’s correct, good job.”  After Johnathan completed these questions he was finished working on his homework for the day, so then he went to play on the computer.
When Johnathan went to work on the computer, he played number munchers for a while, then he got bored and decided to play number munchers deluxe.  He chose to work with geometrical concepts.  However, to play the game, Johnathan had to understand the concepts of spheres, cylinders, and cones.  So, when the game asked him to eat all of the figures that were shaped like spheres, he looked at me with discontent and frustration.  I said, “okay, spheres, are objects that are shaped like balls.”  Then when he was asked to eat all of the cones I said “cones are things that are shaped like ice-cream cones, makes sense, right?”  And then I told him that cylinders were “objects that are shaped like tin cans.”  With this assistance, Johnathan was able to play the game very well.
REFLECTION:

I included many examples of Vygotsky’s concept of the zo-ped in my field notes today.  For example, in the first exercise Johnathan’s actual level of development was knowing that the words dull and bright had some relationship between them.  However, since Johnathan didn’t know the definition of synonym, antonym, or the word dull, he couldn’t’ finish this problem.  However, after I explained these concepts to him, he was able to answer the questions involving these concepts very quickly.  So, with my help Johnathan’s actual development was being able to determine that bruise and wound are synonyms since they have similar meanings, while dull and bright are antonyms since they have opposite meanings.  The zone of proximal development in this example was the distance between being aware that there is a relationship between two words and knowing that the relationship between similar words is synonymous while the relationship between words with the opposite meaning is antonymous.

In the second example of the zo-ped I needed to clarify the instructions of the exercise in order for Johnathan to accurately answer the questions.  Johnathan’s actual development was knowing that there were different meanings for the word park.  When I started to state the definition of a noun, this triggered Johnathan’s definition of a noun.  So, he didn’t need me to give him the answer, he just needed my assistance for clarification purposes.  With my assistance, Johnathan was able to reach his potential level which was being able to differentiate between the meaning of the word park when it is used as a noun and the meaning of the same word (park) when it is used as a verb.

The third example of the zo-ped involved mathematics.  Johnathan knew how to subtract numbers, in fact he was able to subtract very well.  However, he found word problems difficult. He was more of a visual person.  So, he was confused when he read the problem instead of having the problem laid out before him in numbers.  Therefore, his actual development level was knowing how to subtract 1947 from 2002.  After I had written out the problem for him in the form that is more familiar for him (2002 – 1947=?) he knew exactly what to do, and he was able to correctly solve the problem quickly.  So, the zo-ped in this example was the distance between his actual development which was knowing how to subtract and Johnathan’s potential development which was being able to solve the subtraction word problem with my assistance.

The last example I gave above I think is a good example of scaffolding.  To explain some new concepts to (the definition of cylinders, cones, and spheres) I related these concepts to examples that he already knew.  Therefore, instead of pointing to the shape specifically and telling him directly “this is a cone.”  I said that “cones look like ice-cream cones,” when I explained the shape in these terms Johnathan was able to understand the definition very quickly.  This just goes to show that if you teach children new concepts and words by using information that they already know, it is beneficial.  In my experience I have found that a child is more likely to remember information that has been taught to them using examples that they already understand, instead of just stating the definition for them.  If you bring up old concepts or experiences that are concrete in their minds and that they can relate to, the children are more likely to remember new concepts.
