PRACTICUM IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT: GENDER
COMT 116 and HDP 135

Spring 2007
SOLIS 111 
T/TH 9:30 AM - 10:50 AM
OBJECTIVE:  To provide students an opportunity to study, in real life settings, the role of communicative and cultural phenomena in intellectual development.

FOCUS:  The focus of this class will be to link theory and practice to the role of gender in human development.  Students will be introduced to various social-based theories on gender and child development which they will apply in especially designed learning environments.  In class as well as during site visits, students will apply theoretical perspectives to promote children's and their own intellectual social and academic development.  This will be accomplished while interacting with children and/or adults around computer and telecommunications activities as well as through their own journey through theoretical concepts of the course readings.  Site observations and reflections on personal experience will be written as ethnographic field notes and submitted to the instructor via e-mail.  

REQUIRED CORE ACTIVITIES FOR SIX UNIT COURSE:
1)  Attend class twice a week, read course materials, and be ready to participate in class discussion of assigned readings and on issues related to field practice.  During each session, a small group will lead a class session—which you will sign up for in the third week of class.  In leading the discussion, I would ask presenters to prepare a short (10 minutes) presentation based upon the required readings which both summarizes & critiques their themes and approaches, as well as prepare questions & discussion points in order to facilitate the participation of all class members. I would encourage presenters to come and visit me in my office to discuss possible ideas for classroom conversation.  The rest of the class will scaffold their performance using the same strategies undergraduate “Amigos/as” are expected to use at site to promote the learner's optimal performance.  In other words, students will practice in class what they are expected to do at their practicum sites.  Please note that the readings are listed by the day they will be discussed in class. 
2) Participate at an after school educational activity.  Each student will attend a site orientation on Wednesday or Thursday of the first week of class and regular weekly site visits there after.  During the activities, students work and play directly with children on computer mediated-activities to promote their intellectual and social development.  Participation and attendance at site is expected to be regular and prompt.  
3) Write ethnographic field notes immediately after each site visit.  These are careful accounts of observations that students make while at site.  Training on writing and submitting field notes will be provided in class.  A set of exemplary field notes will be discussed in class.  
Field notes for each site visit are due within 48 hours of site visit.  Field notes are scored on a 1 - 10 scale.  TA or instructor will provide constructive feedback on the content and/or style.  This feedback opportunity is invaluable for learning to write ethnographic field notes and to make keen observations of how theory applies in real life settings.  Late field notes will be marked off one point and will not be accepted after one week of tardiness.
Submit field notes electronically at: http://iacs5.ucsd.edu/~co116x and to TA.
4) Write a Course Paper and Self-Reflection.  These assignments are due on finals week.  Course Papers are considered research articles reflecting the entire research process – from developing a research question, setting up a theoretical framework, using own or extant student field notes, other data and readings to substantiate conclusions. The Self-report will focus on the students’ own development during the course (a summary of the reflection sections).  More detailed guidelines for these two assignments will be discussed in class.  Note the dates when components of course paper are due.
GRADING:  
Grades for the course will be based on performance in the following areas:

1) Class Performance (20%) includes:
a. Class attendance – 10%

b. Class participation – 5%

c. Presentation – 5%

2) Site Participation (50%) includes:

a. Weekly site visits – 20% (10% attendance, 10% participation)
b. Ethnographic field notes – 30%

3) Papers (30%)

a. Ten-page Final Research Paper & Research Outlines – 20%

b. Three-page Reflection Paper – 5%

c. Final research paper presentation – 5%
REQUIRED READING:
Course Reader: University Readers, 3970 Sorrento Valley Blvd., Suite G, San Diego, CA 92121


Tel: (858) 552-1120; Mon. – Frd: 9:00 AM – 5:30PM
A copy available on reserve at the SSHL Circulation Desk
IMPORTANT EMAIL & WEBSITES:
COMT 116/HDP 135 list serve (email): comm116@iacs5.ucsd.edu
Website for submitting Field Notes electronically: http://iacs5.ucsd.edu/~co116x
Website for filling out Undergraduate Survey:  http://lcm.ucsd.edu/pre-survey.html 
Website on La Clase Mágica:  http://communication.ucsd.edu/LCM/index.html
Website on the Fifth Dimension:  http://communication.ucsd.edu/LCHC/index.html
*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *
IF YOU SHOULD HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT FULFILLING 
THE REQUIREMENTS ABOVE YOU SHOULD SPEAK 
TO YOUR PROFESSOR OR TA IMMEDIATELY.
COURSE   SCHEDULE
I.  INTRODUCTION

Week 1:

Tu., April. 3: 
Course overview & project  



Activity:     Site sign-ups, administration of survey and other forms
II. THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS

Th., April 5:  
Reading:   Field Note Guideline


Activity:    Video & Discussion:  La Clase Mágica
       Lesson on submitting field notes electronically

       Field note workshop

Week 2:

Tu., April. 10: 
Reading:   • Vásquez & Durán, “La Clase Mágica and El Club Proteo”
Activity:      Field note workshop Continued
Th., April 12:  
Reading:   • Vásquez, Chpt 4: “A System of Artifacts for a Methodology in Action”


Activity:      Discuss The Maze and other artifacts 
        Class discussion format
Week 3:

Tu., April 17:  
Reading:   • Griffin & Cole, “Current Activity for the Future: The Zo-ped”


Activity:     Discuss students' role in research and at site (Amigo/Amiga)
Th., April 19:  
Reading:   • Vygotsky, “Interaction between Learning and Development”



Activity:     Discuss Maga’s role in learning and development
III.  EARLY GENDER SOCIALIZATION

Week 4:

Tu., April 24: 
Reading:   • Hoyenga & Hoyenga, “Epistemology of Gender Knowledge”




      • Whicker & Jacobs Kronenfeld, “Sex Differences:  Biology and Roles”


Activity:     Discuss Research Paper Topics and Outline
Th., April 26: 
Reading:    • Moir & Jessel, “Sex in the Brain”
       • Gurian & Henley, “How the Brain Learns: Inherent Differences Between Boys and Girls”



Activity:     Discuss Children's folders 
Paper Topic due
IV. GENDER AND EDUCATION
Week 5:
Tu., May 1:
Reading:    • Gurian & Henley, “The Ultimate Elementary School Classroom”



Activity:      Discuss Students’ experiences as participant observers

Th., May 3:  
Reading:    • Lobban, “The Influence of the School on Sex-Role Stereotyping”

       • Thorne, “Boys and Girls Together… But mostly Apart”
Activity:      Discuss Research Paper Format
Week 6:

Tu., May 8:
Reading:    • Moir & Jessel, “Childhood Differences”




       • Union-Tribune article, “Gender Gap Seen in Special Education”


Paper Outline due

Th., May 10:  
Reading:    • Francis, “Young People’s Talk about Gender and Studentship”
       • Thorne, “Do Girls and Boys Have Different Cultures”


Activity:       Discuss Use of data

Week 7: 
Tu., May 15:  
Reading:    • Riley & Cantú, U.S. Dept. Of Education, “Title IX: 25 Years”

Th., May 17:  
Reading:    • Salomone, “Single-Sex Programs: Resolving the Research Conundrum”


Revised Paper Outline due

V.  THOUGHT AND ACTION TOWARDS NEW CONCEPTIONS OF GENDER

Week 8:

Tu., May 22:  
Reading:   • BusinessWeek Online, “The New Gender Gap:  From Kindergarten…” 
      • USA Today, “College Gender Gap Widens: 57% are Women”
Th., May 24:   Reading:   • Teacher Scholastic, “The New Gender Gap: Why are so Many Boys…” 



      • Thorne, “Lessons for Adults”
Week 9:


Tu., May 29: 
Reading:   • Kruse, “Single-Sex settings”



      • Gipps, Review and Conclusion: A Pedagogy (Equity in Classroom)

Th., May 31:    Reading:
• American Association of University Women, “Educational Software and   Games: Rethinking the Girl’s Game”
   • Littleton, “Girls and Information Technology”
Week 10:
Tu., June 5: 
Presentation of Research Papers
Th., June 7: 
Presentation of Research Papers


Closing Remarks.
Final:

Wed., June 13: 
Final Research Paper & Self-Reflection Report Due Wed, June 13, 2007 by 11:00am  (Submit 1 Electronic and 1 Paper copy of each to instructor)
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