COMM & MIC
New Student Info

Session
2026

Welcome!



Some Things We'll Discuss Today..

Who we are and where we're located on campus
Navigating the COMM Website (Lots of infol)

COMM major and MIC major requirements

Information about COMM courses

How to contact and meet with the COMM Advising Team
Opportunities

Events



The COMM Department At a Glance

MCC Building (map) located in Marshall College

o Classrooms: MCC 201, MCC 133, MCC 250 (Democracy Lab),
MCC 135 (podcasting studio)
o  Share building with the Media Teaching Lab

e COMM UG Lounge: MCC 122A
e MCC Patio: COMM event space, enjoy lunch in the sun!
e COMM is home to 600+ UG majors
e 25 faculty, ~ 60 grads, 5 full-time staff
e COMM UG Advising:
o Melanie Lynn (me!), COMM Advisor

o 2 Peer Advisors: Meleeya Omandam & Loraine Diosa



https://www.google.com/maps/place/Media+Center+and+Communication+Building/@32.8814952,-117.2428582,16z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80dc06c1086917a7:0xd9834a7d9943243a!8m2!3d32.8814907!4d-117.2402833!16s%2Fg%2F12hnplbhl?entry=ttu
https://blink.ucsd.edu/technology/media/teaching-lab/

(COMM Website

About ~ People ~ Undergrad ~ Grad ~ Research ~ News and Awards ~ COMM-NET

Degree Programs
Current & Prospective Students
Courses
. Honors Program
Undergraduate Communication Society

Speech and Debate Team

communication.ucsd.edu

e People section: Contact information for faculty, graduate TAs, staff

[ Undergrad section: lots of info: major requirements, courses, programs, submitting petitions, etc.


http://communication.ucsd.edu
http://communication.ucsd.edu

COMMUNICATION
MAJOR REQUIREMENTS

The COMM Major

13 Courses
e Themes: Theoretically and historically oriented, qualitative © €OMM10  introduction to Communication
. . . O COMM100A Comm, the Persen, and Everyday Life
research methods, liberal arts education for students with O COMMIOos o e T A
broad interests in media, law, activism, education, etc. © COMMIOOC  Comm. Institutions. and Power
e All courses for the major must be taken for a letter grade; a (( commmecTvEsComde=s) ]

grade of C— or better is required. © commMn -89
) COMM101-189

) COMM101-189
. . ) COMMI01-189
e Itis not possible to double-count a course for more than O COMM101-189

one requirement. © COMMI01-189

e COMM 10 must be completed at UCSD; transfer

coursework is not accepted for this requirement. O COMM120-189
) COMMI120-189

e  Electives: check out our COMM Major Elective Pathways
for course suggestions based on your interests.

)

REQUIRED JUNIOR SEMIMAR (1)

—

) COMM120


https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/major/index.html
https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/degree-programs/major/index.html#comm-major-elective-pathways

MEDIA INDUSTRIES & COMMUNICATION
MAJOR REQUIREMENTS

The MIC Major o courees

(O COMMI0  Introduction to Communication
) COMM106  Introduction to Media Industries

*  Themes: Focus on media business and political o emew 0 (0 emewa

economy, critical analysis and practical skills, for

() COMM20 Media Analysis Form, Style and Meaning () COMM1IOOA Comm, the Person, and Everyday Life
students with interest in all types of media-related C COMM30  Digital Media Literacy © COMM1I00B Comm, Culture, and Representation
) COMM 40  Intro to Promotional Communication ) COMM100C Comm, Institutions, and Power

professions.

= Alcourses forthe major must be faken foraletter  commeemmersas 0 ( sowencmmemescos

grade; a grade of C— or better is required.

' COMMI101-190  COMM160-120
) COMM101-120 ) COMM160-190
. . ' COMM101-190 O COMM160-190
e Itis not possible to double-count a course for more O COMM101-190
than one requirement.
INDUSTRY ELECTIVES (Select 2) PRACTICE COURSES (Complete 2)
e COMM 10 must be completed at UCSD; transfer C ) C = )
coursework is not accepted for this requirement. © COMM1068  Streaming Media O 1COMM Practice Course; see st _
() COMM106D Data and Al Industries. () 1Practice Course List (COMM or another dept); see fist
' COMM1I06F  The Film Industry
. . . iy COMM1I06EG  Tourism: Global Industry & Cultural Form
e Electives: check out our MIC Major Elective Pathways O COMMIOBI  Intermet industry
for course suggestions based on your interests. (- COMMI0EM - Aavertisng & Society
3 COMM106MN  Journalism and the News Industry

:
:

TV Industry


https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/degree-programs/mic-major.html
https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/degree-programs/mic-major.html#media-industries-communication-pathways

MIC Major Practice Courses

e 2 practice courses are required. At least
one must be taken in COMM,; approved
COMM practice courses are listed.

e The second course may be taken outside of
COMM.

e The non-COMM practice course list is not
exhaustive; the department will consider
other non-COMM courses by petition.

MEDIA INDUSTRIES
PRACTICE COURSES

( COMMUNICATION (Setect 1)

)

COMMI0T  imtro to Audiovisusl Medis Practices
COMMIDIA  secls Activisn

COMMIOID  roniness/Digital Editing
COMMIOK oocumentary Sketchbook
COMMION  Sound Production & Manipulation
COMMI0O2B  awdic Story & Podoasting Fracticum
COMMIOZM studic Televisian

COMMI02C  Fract in Mew Medis /Community Life

COMMTMEB  Human Rights Advocacy: Joumnalists, Activists

& Scholars at Ak
COMMMY  acvanced Persuasion
COMMI20N  mews Media Warkshop
COMMI24A  cCritical Design Fractice/Adv Studic
COMMI24B Crrical Design Practice,/ Topk Studic
COMMMT  Mecia Acthism
COMMTSJ  introduction to Journali=m

C LITERATURE / WRITING

LTWRBA  wriing Fiction
LTWRBB  writing Poetry
LTWRTID  screenwiiting

( MUSIC, THEATER, &DANCE
MUS 1A Fundamentaks of Music &
TDACT Introduction to Acting
TDDE1 mtroduction to Design for the Thesatre

TDDM1 ntroduction to Dence Making
TDDRIN  =tage Management

TDGET Introduction 1 Theatre
TDGE3 Cultheating the Creathee Mind
TDPW1 Introduction to Playwriting

S

IC COMPUTERSCIENCE & ENGINEERING
C5E3 Fluency In Information Tech
CSEGR Infroduction to Pythan
CSEBA Intraduction to Frogramming /

Computational Problem-Sohing |

P
\

VISUAL ARTS )

vis1
vis2
vIs3
viIs3
VIS0
vis41
Vis 148

ntro to Art Making: 2-Dimensional Fractices
Introdisction to Art Making: Mation & Time-Based Art
ntracuction 1o Art Making: 3-Dimensional Fractices
mtroduction to Dighall Photography far Non-Majars
Campusting In the Arts Lectune Series

Design Communication

VEwalzing Art Practice

I
h

ECONOMICS )

ECON1

ECON3
ECON 4
ECONS

Principles of Microeconamics.
Prindples of Macroeconamics
Financisl Accounting

Dustm Analytics for the Sodal Sclences

Id
AN

RADY SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT )

MGT3

MGT 45
MGTI03
MGT 162
MeT172

Cuantitative Methods In Business
Principles of Accounting

Fraduct Marketing & Management
Megotations

Business Froject Management

I's

COGNITIVE SCIENCE D

COGS1
COGS3
COGS 8
C0Gs3
C0G518

Introduction to Cognitive Sclence
ntroduction to Computing
Hands-on Computing
ntroguction to Deta Sdencs
Infroduction to Pythan

COGS MA introduction o Aesearch Methads

( ADDITIONAL COURSES )
€551 Intro to Programming Computational Social Schence
D5SCI0  srinciples of Dmta Science.

POLIS Do analytics for the Social Scences
PSYCE0  introduction to Statktics
SOCIB0  The Practics of ol Research


https://communication.ucsd.edu/_files/MIC-Practice-Course-List-2024.png

MIC Major for transfer students:

e Most transfer students will have completed two MIC major requirements at their
previous institution:
o One of COMM 20 (Analysis of Audio/Visual Media), COMM 30 (,Digital
Media Literacy), or 40 (Promotional Communication)
o One non-COMM practice course

e Transfer coursework is still being processed by the UG Admissions Office, so we
won't be able to review your previous coursework until later in fall quarter.

e Review your degree audit at the end of fall quarter to double check that your
transfer coursework has posted to your academic record and is correctly
applying to the major. Reach out to us via the VAC if you have any questions.



More About Community College Transfer Coursework

To recap:

o COMM & MIC majors, COMM 10: No transfer coursework will be accepted. You
must complete this course at UCSD.
MIC majors, COMM 20/30/40: transfer coursework may apply
MIC majors, Non-COMM practice requirement: transfer coursework may apply

Except what's listed above, no other community college transfer coursework will apply to
either the COMM or MIC major.



Switching Majors

Interested in switching from COMM to MIC or vice versa? Not a problem!

e The tool to officially change your major is not yet available in TSS.

e We expect the tool will be ready in the Fall Quarter, and an announcement from
the TSS Team should be made to all students.

e Inthe meantime, you should follow the Fall enrollment guidance we've listed for
your new major on our New Students webpage.



https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/current-prospective/new-admits/index.html

COMM Courses

Check out our Courses webpagel!

e Lists of the courses we're planning to offer in the
coming academic year, including the instructor’s
name, and updated course descriptions written
by the instructor.

e Links to Elective Pathways for course
suggestions based on your interests.

e Note: all COMM courses during the academic
year are held in person. Instructors are not able
to accommodate individual requests to complete
courses remotely.

Academic Year 2026-27 Planned Courses

Summer 2026 Courses & Descriptions

Fall 2026 Course Information

Official UCSD Course Catalog


https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/courses/index.html

(OMM Course Prerequisites

The department is in the process of removing prerequisites from most* COMM 103-159 courses.

e These changes take time to be programmed into the enrollment system.

e Until the changes are finalized, we will waive prerequisites (with a few exceptions!). Submit a TEA request; we
review TEAs very quickly.

e Some TEA requests require instructor review which may delay the decision.

Exceptions:

e COMM 160+ courses: Preregs are enforced (COMM 10 plus one of COMM 100A, B, or C). You cannot take one of
these preregs and an advanced elective concurrently.

e Production courses (COMM 101 series): COMM 101 prereq is enforced. You cannot take COMM 101 and another
production course concurrently.

*A few COMM 103-159 courses are keeping their prerequisites.


https://students.ucsd.edu/my-tritonlink/tools/tool-help/tea.html
https://students.ucsd.edu/my-tritonlink/tools/tool-help/tea.html

Planning Your COMM Courses Each Quarter

Tools:

Review your QxQ plan created by your College and COMM (plans.ucsd.edu)
Review the COMM Courses Webpage for course descriptions; highlight courses of interest
Review the Schedule of Classes (days/times courses offered) in TSS
Use a UCSD Course Planner Tool to build and compare courses and potential schedules
Create your own annual course plan (Academic Planning Worksheet)
UCSD’s Booking Checklist
o First pass: Enroll in up to 11.5 units, no waitlisting courses
o  Second pass: Enrollin up to 19.5 units
o  First day of classes: You may enroll in up to 22 units. (Beyond this is not allowed for incoming students.)

Specific for Fall Quarter 2026:

e FA26 COMM courses to enroll in: Review our New Students webpage
o  Incoming First Year Students: concentrate on College and University requirements; no COMM courses needed this year.
o  Transfer COMM majors: COMM 10 + COMM 100A (first pass if possible)
o  Transfer MIC majors: COMM 10 + COMM 106 (first pass if possible)



http://plans.ucsd.edu
https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/courses/index.html#Fall-2024-Course-Descriptions
https://students.ucsd.edu/my-tritonlink/tools/tool-help/planner/index.html
https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/forms/index.html#Academic-Planning-Worksheet
https://students.ucsd.edu/academics/enroll/undergraduate-enrollment/checklist.html
https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/current-prospective/new-admits/index.html

Contacting and Meeting with the COMM Advising Team

e Contact us via the VAC (vac.ucsd.edu)

e Email: commugrad@ucsd.edu (only if absolutely
needed; VAC should be your first stop)

e We offer Zoom drop-in advising during the first two
weeks of the quarter and during the next quarter’s
enrollment period.

e Scheduled advising appointments are available
starting week 3 of every quarter. Zoom or in person
appointments are available.

Communication Major Advising

ACADEMIC
ADVISING

+ Expand All

Contact Us!

Drop-In Advising

Scheduled Advising Appointments


https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/academic-advising/index.html#Scheduled-Advising-Appointments
http://vac.ucsd.edu
mailto:commugrad@ucsd.edu

Submitting Petitions, Forms, or Docs to the COMM UG Office

The VAC currently does not accept attachments.

Submit your document to us via the COMM UG
Petition/Form/Document Submission form.

Submitting Petitions, Forms, or Docs to COMM UG Office

If you have a petition, form, or document that requires review from the COMM Department, this Google Form is for
you:

COMM UG Petition/Form/Document Submission
Note: you must be logged in to your @ucsd account to access.

This includes:

Undergraduate Student Petition (for course substitution and exception requests)
Double Major Petition

Academic Plan review

Student Athlete Plan review

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) / Financial Aid Appeal

An attachment for a TEA request

Max Unit/Quarter Limit Appeal*

Readmission Petition*

Other Petitions/forms/documents not listed above



https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/current-prospective/academic-advising/index.html#submitting-petitions-forms-or-docs-to-comm-ug-offi
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccTQ2rR_snulWixFIKzLEWjjaLmM8VwqjygSn4NGYseiCu3g/viewform?usp=sf_link

Opportunities!

e COMM Senior Year Honors Program (application in winter quarter of junior year for the following
academic year)

e Explore a Double Major or Minor

e Study Abroad

e COMM is home to the UCSD Debate Team! (COMM 80 offered every quarter)

e Career Prep and Internships
o Academic Internship Program
o UC Washington Center (UCDC) / UC Center Sacramento

e Getinvolved in the department’s pre-professional student org, Undergraduate Communication
Society (UCS); follow them on IG!



https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/honors-program/index.html
https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/degree-programs/double-major-minor.html
https://blink.ucsd.edu/instructors/academic-info/majors/minor-codes.html
https://studyabroad.ucsd.edu/
https://speechdebate.ucsd.edu/
https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/current-prospective/ug-careers.html#career-paths
https://students.ucsd.edu/finances/internships/index.html
https://aip.ucsd.edu/
https://aip.ucsd.edu/whatwedo/ucdc/index.html
https://aip.ucsd.edu/whatwedo/uccs/index.html
https://communication.ucsd.edu/undergrad/ucs/index.html
https://www.instagram.com/ucsatucsd

Fvents!

COMM UG Events @) @ucsd_comm_ug/
o Monthly Socials
o  Workshops (for example: Academic Internship
Program, Study Abroad / UC EAP, Applying to
Graduate School)

Department Events @) @ucsdcommunication
O  Speakers, scholars, film screenings

UCS Events @) @ucsatucsd
O  Pre-professional events, studio tours, panels

New COMM UG Welcome!
Wednesday, September 23 (in person)

Create a long term major plan with advising staff!
More Details TBA

“"2«‘»'%1

UG COMM “
-

V" 'SPRING QUARTER”™
OCMM UG SCCIAL

’ May 20th 12:00 PM

Come hang out on the
MCC Patio to decorate
a terracotta pot and
talk to your UG COMM
Advisors! Seeds
provided!

The Undergraduate Communication Society presents...

INDUSTRY
PANEL

Monday, May 11th
12:00 - 2:00 PM

Huerta Vera Cruz Room

Mike Logan
CEO & Film Producer at

Join us for our Communication Industry Panel, featuring
In,ﬁSZ‘,' w Professionals in Public Relations, Journalism, and Film!
en in and gain valuable insight on their professional
a 3 kground and get your career questions answered!

comme
society

HUMANAM_GlHTS, | SCREENING +
MIGRATION, 1 ‘ DISF(‘:AUNSESliON
LANGUAGE, AND Al Q' -,

‘Thursday, May 14 » 3:30-5:00 p.m.

Sufaj Israni Center for Cinematic Arts

Join us for a screening of JIN (2026), followed by a discussion with director Hamoun
Dolatshahi (filmmaker and UC San Diego alum), Dr. Holly Okonkwo (UC San Diego
Department of Ethnic Studies), and Magdalena (Maggy) Donea (PhD candidate in
Communication and Science Studies at UC San Diego )

Panelists will reflect on the role of marginalized voices and forms of knowledge in
the development and use of Al, with attention to current debates on migration,
human rights, intercultural dialogue, and the ethics of emerging technologies.

2rd
e

JIN (Hamoun Dolatshahi, 2025) follows Rojin, a Kurdish researcher ey

who develops an AGI named JIN (Kurdish for “woman”) amid oyl
escalating institutional pressures and the risk of a nuclear [z
disaster—raising questions about science, cultural knowledge, RSVP Here
language ethics, and Kurdish feminist thought (Jin Jiyan Azadi). hitps:inyur comfinfiim



https://www.instagram.com/ucsd_comm_ug/
https://www.instagram.com/ucsdcommunication
https://www.instagram.com/ucsatucsd
https://www.instagram.com/ucsatucsd

See you in September!

UCSan Diego




